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Abstract 
The modern scientific, technical and social progress requires constant renewal and even creating a qualitatively new system of 
higher professional education. New forms of learning can be implemented through the provision of distance educational services 
through the modern technologies and the Internet. This is the way to raise the educational level of the population; to raise 
professional qualifications and to retrain specialists in various fields of knowledge.  The paper presents the detailed analysis of 
researchers’ reviews and special organizations’ reports committed during 2000 – 2012 published in the United States, Europe and 
Asia. Research has shown that the experience of foreign distance education has a great application future in terms of the quality 
of modern vocational education in Russia development and improvement. 
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1.  Distance learning as a factor for development and improvement of vocational education 
 
Over recent decades the changes in social and economic relations all over the world were mostly caused by 
globalization of the information field. As a result the following priorities became significant: changes in structure 
and technologies of education. The process of modernisation leads to the development of new educational  
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methodologies and techniques with thу use of modern information technologies. Educational management should 
become process-oriented and new psycho-pedagogical training purposes for all stages of education have to be 
implemented. Due to the situation on the labour market and the global trends towards the professional education 
strengthen  reflects the needs of the modern economy by strengthening specialization of qualified professionals. In 
accordance with the decisions of the Bologna Declaration tendency of the meaningfulness of self education, self-
management and self-esteem of students in the learning process is increased. Under the self education we 
understand not independent educational activity, but an independent organization of the individual learning 
trajectory (Trayne, Mkratchya & Saveliev,2007). Active use of new information technologies permits to extend the 
traditional forms of organization of the educational process with he help of integrating distance learning with the 
existing forms of education. Distance learning - is a form of educational process based on  " interaction of teachers 
and students, their interaction with source of information resource that reflects all the learning process components 
(objectives, contents, methods, organizational forms, learning tools), conducting through the tools of getting and 
transmitting information by using communicational technologies. It permits to get an immediate feedback between 
student and trainer through computer visualization of educational information, archival storage opportunities, 
transmission and processing of huge information volumes, automation of calculating, information search activities, 
the processing of results, automation of the information and methodological support of the processes, training 
management activities, monitoring results of Learning "Zagvyazinskii & Zakirova,  (2008). 
2.  Analysis of distance learning in Europe, the USA and Singapore 
 
The analysis of foreign experience concerning the development and establishment of distance education is 
conducted due to the need to implement innovative approaches and methods of distance learning into the modern 
education system. It is also helps solve problems associated with the use of new opportunities in the work of 
scientists and educators towards spreading of education to different social groups in conditions of the Information 
Society. Scientific and technological progress and its social significance lead to rapid obsolescence of the 
knowledge and require constant updating and replenishment, creating a qualitatively new system of professional 
education. Such training can be realized by providing remote educational services, through information technologies 
and the Internet. This will help to raise the educational level of the population, to create conditions for successful 
socialization of people with disabilities, discover new ways to improve the training and retraining of specialists in 
various fields of knowledge.  Study of educational policy in Western Europe shows that educational process in 
Europe tends to integrate traditional and remote (distance) learning activities. There is also a tendency for expanding 
of universities influence through the new forms of interaction between education and business. Pan-European 
projects and initiatives have multi-structural and multicultural character. There is a tendency of different forms of 
higher education development due to the consistency with the Lisbon Strategy for constructing a pan-European 
economy based on knowledge and entrepreneurship (The Bologna Process and the Lisbon Agenda In the United 
States)distance education has a century-long history. In American universities almost 20% of all students are 
enrolled into remote educational programs and this number increases year by year. For example, in 2004-2005, the 
growth in students applied for remote programs increased by 35 % ( 850,000 students ), and it doesn’t tend to go 
down, but  the rate of students that  apply for traditional education remained at the same  level.  Distance education 
in the U.S., recovering from early 21st century develops rapidly. This helps to solve a number of strategic ideas 
related to the planning of construction of educational buildings , getting double profit from educational buildings  by 
combination of training programs (full-time and distance), as well as reviewing of State educational policy and its 
legislation issues (Traynev, Gurkin, & Traynev,2006) Of particular interest is the development of forms of distance 
education in South Asia, especially in Singapore, which is not only a regional but also a global leader in the field of 
education Bashar and Khan, (2007). For example, the company McKinsey in 2007 reported Singapore school 
system the best in the world and in 2008 too. Global report of the education systems competitiveness rated 
Singapore’s one as the best in the world (Learnovation Press Release). Understanding the importance of the 
economy based on knowledge, Singapore has been steadily developing and modernizing its education system. 
Development of distance education is aimed at creating a favorable unified educational environment supporting the 
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traditional one in the process of life long learning and re-learning  for Singaporeans and foreign students.  
3.  Information technologies application to distance education and development in Russia 
 
Information technologies are widely adopted to distance education and development in Russia too. The real need 
of distance education in Russia forced a growing number of educational institutions of higher education to integrate 
elements of distance learning into the educational process. Leading Russian universities offer this form of training in 
various educational fields. In the Russian Federal Law "On Education", under “distance learning technologies – 
educational technologies implemented by using information and telecommunication technologies in indirect (in 
distance)  mainly or partly in  interaction of the student and the teaching staff” are understood". The analysis of 
technologies that allow to teach in distance has shown advantages of this form of education amoung them: equal 
access to education regardless the place of residence, health, financial abilities, the possibility of simultaneous 
access to many sources of educational information (digital libraries, databases, contacts, etc.) by a large number of 
students, permanent access to training material, opportunities to build students’ individual educational trajectories 
and to manage the time spent on the study of disciplines within the academic year, sequence of  study by self 
selecting of the disciplines order  within the school year, in accordance with internal logic. These technologies help 
to form students' cognitive motivation, and support their independence in development of skills through finding 
information from a variety of sources for development project activities that lead to quality in time-consuming 
research or creative works. Recognizing the significant efficiency of using distance learning, it is necessary to point 
out serious problems in the organization of this type of education. "The introduction of distance learning is 
associated with huge intellectual and financial efforts. Actually, it is the replacement of an existing education system 
with a new one which is significantly different from the current" (Kulemina, 2007). Limited opportunities for 
continual personal, subject-subject interaction with the teacher, seriously narrowed conditions for establishing a 
special emotional atmosphere and comfortable psychological surrounding while learning. The need for university 
teachers to develop new sets of teaching materials (cases) adopted for distance learning. Special training complex 
should consist of students’ curriculum, programs for each educational discipline and for course of study; specially 
adopted textbooks for each discipline or training course, workshop or practical benefits; test materials for quality 
control of achievements, guidelines for the student for each academic discipline or course; self evaluation control 
materials. The next thing to be mentioned is the need for special requirements: the availability of managerial, 
teaching and supporting staff with the appropriate skills (they have to be specially trained for ability to use modern 
methods of teaching and learning technologies, especially those that are suitable for distance learning programs); 
specially equipped sites for implementation of educational programs using distance technologies: the need to 
implement Internet technology based on the use of global and local computer networks for educational prosess for 
students to obtain necessary information, for wide access to information about the current progress of institution and 
for teachers to develop, store and  present their teaching materials (cases should be available for students, both in 
print and in electronic form in accordance with a curriculum for the current year); Legitimacy is in conjunction with 
other forms of education is one of the most important problems of distance education (Valeeva, 2011). Usage of 
distance learning technologies involves the development and adoption of educational standards, methodological 
support of educational process, the tutors certification procedure, certification and accreditation of educational 
institutions implementing activities in the field of distance education. Currently, distance learning is developing 
mainly in the field of technical education that is due to the difficult nature of humanities training material and to the 
teachers’ and professors’ computer literacy which is significantly higher if the professor deals with Mathematics, 
Physics and other technical disciplines. In this case they got used to the information and communication tools and 
modern software. In the sphere of humanities, teachers are not enough advanced in these fields. The main problem is 
in the development of this area of educational opportunities of educators to be involved into information 
environment. 
The development of skills of trainees to search and handle information through the network with the use of 
computer technologies requires the changes of the current system of education. Analysis of educational policy in the 
countries of Western Europe and the U.S. shows that the development of information technology creates new 
opportunities for the formation of high-quality vocational and professional educational environment. Integration of 
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education and high-tech information provides an opportunity to create and develop a unified system of distance 
learning in the Russian Federation. 
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